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Dr. Hans Freiherr von Berlepsch

A recent German publication bore a portrait that I immediately recognized as
that of a beloved friend, the Baron von Berlepsch, and the caption announced his
death. My sorrowful realization that never again may I meet him in his own
created bird paradise was compensated by the reflection that this man through
the hobby he had elevated to a vocation had left the world a better place than he-
had found it both for man and bird.

Appropriately we name our bird-loving societies after the man, Audubon,
who by his explorations, writings and artistry inspired popular interest in birds
in this country. But von Berlepsch by his studies and experimentations accom-
plished more than any other man in practical results for the protection and the
attraction of birds. Heretofore in Europe as even now in this country legislation
was concerned principally with game birds, but the Berlepsch system embraces
all useful birds and as such is practiced by the German and some other European
governments.

In Thuringia, district of Langensalza, near the Burg of Seebach, on a large
ancestral estate, is the 12th century historic castle, modern in its heme luxuries,
where lived B?ron von Berlepsch, and there, with his charming wife, he extended
to me unforgettable hospitality. There he has conducted for forty-flve years (as
I estimate) a thorough bird-protection laboratory on an area of 5(10 acres. About
400 of these are native wood (though properly cared for), sixty-flve of thickets
specially planted, and about twenty acres around the castle are park. With senti-
mental pride he described to me how he had planted those trees of innumerable
varieties and the shrubs, etc., forty years before, and with what artistic foresight!
A lake, about four acres, in the foreground of one of the vistas is the home of
ducks, grebes, etc., whose houses may be spied with glasses, and there is always
at least one pair of kingfishers affording continuous entertainment to the observ-
ers taking tea from either of the two terraces on the castle.

The Baron's boyhood observations of birds went beyond mere identification
and counting; figuratively and almost literally he lived with them, familiarizing
himself with their habits and ways of life and harmonizing his emotions with
theirs. Scientifically and sentimentally he pursued his researches in his travels
in Europe and Africa, and in the several years spent in the Paraguayan Chaco.

Never shall I forget the spell I experienced in that majestic hall, whose high
walls supported many and widely assorted trophies of his hunts, as I listened to
him relating his observations in the jungle and how by accident and investigation
he learned this and that secret of bird life. Thus did he organize his system of
attracting, protecting and housing wild birds and in nature’s way, uninfluenced by
any artificialities that had marked as failures previous efforts. The location of
especially planted groves and thickets, isolated or connected by links or “corri-
doi-s” for special birds and conditions: pools and ditches drained or untouched;
how to train trees, prune shrubs, and bunch grasses to afford the requirements
of nesting places; what architecture and locations for nest boxes and holes;
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what food for summer and winter and how to serve it, are part of what he investi-

gated and experimented on in his estate laboratory. These would be matters for

a volume and a course of study; and indeed the German government does make
such a study a requirement for keepers of parks and reservations. For this pur-

pose the Seebach estate is subventioned by the government and park keepers are

obliged to go there to learn, while others may attend the courses free.

In a separate building a museum is maintained with collections of all sorts

of appliances, models of houses and holes, feeding utensils, vermin traps, good
ones and failures, tools, specimens, etc. Here a corps of assistants, ornithologists,

and disciples of von Berlepsch are engaged in research and instruction. Thin are
scientific, withal natural, methods carried into effect in public and private pre-

serves and properties to the great benefit of bird life, agriculture and horticulture.

I remember how he explained to me why his bird census, that had at first

rapidly risen after he had put up over 3000 bird boxes, all of which became occu-

pied, in addition to the development of conditions for nesting on ground, in grass,

on bushes and trees, later showed a decrease in population; in a word, the birds

had extii-pated their food supply of insect pests. On occasions, invasions like that

of caterpillars left his vast estate untouched, including a fringe surrounding it,

beyond which a rapidly changing aspect in the vegetation was visible. Such evi-

dent success popularized bird protection for economic if not for aesthetic and
sentimental motives and caused the government of Germany to enforce these
methods generally.

I know of no kindlier man and he certainly earned his reward for his conse-
cration to such a worthy cause, living and working in the parks he had created,
a real paradise, in company with, nay, in the companionship of. his avian friends
whose comfort and happiness he could witness and share while participating in

the joy of their play and song.

He has recently issued a last edition of a book, “Der gesamte Vogelschutz”,
translated into seven languages, but not into English! But better than a trans-
lation, would it not be a good plan to introduce into this country the practice of
instructing our park superintendents in the proper care of the bird inhabitants
of their preserves?

Baron von Berlepsch’s modesty explains why not more is known of him and
his work in this country, though he was ever ready to give, guide and instruct
gratis, even not patenting many devices, so that their use might be unrestricted.
Hf contributed more than anyone else to the science, the art and the profession
or hobby of helping bird life in its incredibly numerous phases.

C. B. Lastreto, Atherton, California. November 21, 1933.

Dead Birds

A trip was taken on December IS, 1932, along the San Francisco beach by
Morgan Harris, Elmer Aldrich. Vincent Mowbray and Gordon Bolander in search
of dead birds. It is interesting to note that the Sanderling, Ring-billed Gull,
Pacific and Red-throated Loons, Marbled Murrelet, Greater Scaup and Black-
bellied Plover appear for the first time on records published in “The Gull.” For
other records see October 1929, December 1930, and April 1933 issues. Editor.

The complete list is as follows: Pacific Loon 2, Red-throated Loon 1, Eared
Grebe 1, Western Grebe 1, Sooty Shearwater 1, Farallon Cormorant 1, Baird
Cormorant 1, Mallard 1, Greater Scaup 1, White-winged Sccter 1, Surf Scoter 6
Ruddy Duck 2, Black-bellied Plover 1, Sanderling 13, Glaucous-winged Gull 34
Western Gull 25, Herring Gull 1, California Gull 2. Ring-billed Gull 2, Short-billed
Gull 20, Murre 3, Marbled Murrelet 1. Total 121 birds.

November Field Trip was taken on Sunday, the 12th, in Marin County. An
ideal day lor birding was enjoyed by the fifteen members and four guests attend-
ing. Leaving Ross, the usual route was taken by following the Lagunitas Road to
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1 hoenix Lake, thence to Lake Lagunitas by tlie obi Fish (iulch Road, where the
paity ate liiiicheou ami after ol)serviiig tlie waterfowl ou the lake disljaiided.

The seven species of (Jnlls noted last year on this trip were again seen l)y
these of ns who crossed the bay from San Francisco. Tliese, and several other
species were seen as lollows: (Rancons-winged, Western, Herring, Califcniiia,
Ring-hilled, Short-billed and Bonaparte Gulls; Red-throated Loon; Western
Grebe; Brown Belican; Parallon and Brandt Cormorants; White-winged and Surf
Scoters and California Mnrre.

Ross, as usual, proved to be a birds’ paradise although there was a very
noticeable decrease in the numbers of Robins, Cedar Waxwings, and Audubon
Warblers.

The outstanding discovery of the day, a Pygmy Owl, was credited to Morgan
Harris and Eddie McClintock. This species becomes the latest addition to the
Association’s Life List, which now numbers 235. An excellent opportunity to
observe it was afforded when it perched on an open limb in a locust tree. Green-
backed Goldfinches and Robins present showed considerable interest in this tiny
bird of prey. When it finally disappeared in a growth of trees, we thought it had
vanished completely, but, a little later, much to our surprise, it, or another
Pygmy Owl, was discovered in an oak tree. This one also very considerately flew
to a limb in the open, allowing excellent views.

At Phoenix Lake we did not find so many birds as on previous trips. Ring-
necked Ducks, Coots, Pied-billed Grebes and a Kingfisher were added to our list

here. An adult male Townsend Warbler proved thrilling to the party, and Creep-
ers were also seen to good advantage near the lake. At Lake Lagunitas we found
Canvas-backs, Coots, Ruddy Ducks, Killdeer and a Lesser Scaup.

Eddie McClintock and Morgan Harris continued on through Bon Tempe
Meadow and back to Phoenix Lake by the old Fairfax road. They were fortunate

in finding a pair of Spotted Owls at the exact spot the Association found them in

June, 1932. Quoting Morgan; “The owls were perched on a bare limb of a coa.at

redwood about fifteen feet up. They were very tame and confiding, uttering

‘whisper’ calls, and giving a display of courting actions, apparently for the benefit

of the observers.”

A total of sixty-four

Eared Grebe
Pied-billed Grebe
Great Blue Heron
Pintail
Canvas-back
Lesser Scaup
Ring-necked Duck
Ruddy Duck
Turkey Vulture
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Marsh Hawk
Sparrow Hawk
California Quail

Coot
Killdeer
Least Sandpiper
Red-backed Sandpiper
Band-tailed Pigeon
Pygmy Owl
Spotted Owl

species was observed, as follows;

Anna Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Red-shafted Flicker
Downy Woodpecker
California Woodpecker
Black Phoebe
Steller Jay
California Jay
Western Crow
Chestnut-backed Chickadee
Plain Titmouse
Bush-tit
California Creeper
Wren-tit
Bewick Wren
Winter Wren
Western Robin
Varied Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Western Bluebird
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Golden-crowned Kinglet
Cedar Waxwing
Hutton Vireo
Audubon Warbler
Townsend Warbler
English Sparro%v
Western Meadowlark
Brewer Blackbird
Purple Finch
House Finch
Pine Siskin
Green-backed Goldfinch
Spotted Towhee
Brown Towhee
Savannah Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Junco
Nuttall Sparrow
Golden-crowned Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Robert Taylor, historian.
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Audubon Notes

December Meeting: The regular
meeting will be held on Thursday, the
14th, at 8 p.m., room 19, Ferry Building.

The speaker of the evening will be
Mr. Ben H. Thompson, of the Wild Life

Division of the National Park Service,

whose subject will be “History and
Present Status of the Breeding Colonies
of the Wliite Pelicans.”

December Field Trip will be taken
Sunday, the 17th, to the University of

California campus, Berkeley. San Fran-

cisco members take 9 : 00 a.m. Southern
Pacific train to Berkeley Station. Party
will meet at University and Shattuck
Avenues. Bring luncheon.

Leader, Mrs. A. S. Kibbe.

^
November Meeting: The 195th regu-

lar meeting was held on November 9th,

in room 19, Ferry Building, with fifty-

two members and guests present. Presi-

dent Chas. A. Bryant presiding.

Field observations were reported as

follows

:

Elmer Aldrich: Borden Highway
about twenty miles from Stockton. No-
vember 5th, four White-tailed Kites,

four Florida Gallinules, 40+ Whistling
Swans.
Mrs. L. W. Cummings, San Francisco,

November 1st, Western Bluebirds.

Commander and Mrs. Parmenter:
Buffalo Paddock, Golden Gate Park,
October 17th, Sharp-shinned Hawk;
Stow Lake, November 9th, Red-bellied

Hawk; Presidio, October 17th, Cooper
Hawk, 19th. Red-tailed Plawk; Red-
wood City salt ponds, October 31st,

Avccets 1000+.

Mrs. Stephens: Redwood City salt

ponds, October 29th, Avocets 1000+ .

Former President Brighton C. Cain
delivered a very entertaining and in-

structive lecture on lizards and snakes,
illustrating his remarks with numerous
specimens, a number of which were
alive. Taking several of the latter non-
venomous varieties out of their boxes,
Mr. Cain placed them around his neck
for convenience while referring to each
in turn. Here they twined and untwined
and seemed to show real affection for
their master. Then replacing these se-
curely in their boxes, Mr. Cain now
brought forth with the aid of a forked
stick a well-behaved rattler, which he
exhibited by “remote control” for some
time, only returning it to its box when
several members in the front row
stirred nervously in their seats.

In conclusion some excellent motion
pictures were shown, one of particular
interest being that of a snake crossing
a horse-hair rope, contrary to an old be-
lief that snakes have a strong aversion
to horse-hair ropes. Another interest-
ing picture was one showing a snake
dying, in a short period of time, when
forced to remain exposed to the sun’s
rays.

Mr. Cain still had many interesting
things to tell when he was obliged to
close on account of the lateness of the
hour. We hope that he will favor us
again before long.

Mr. E. A. Stoner, of Benicia, reports
the observation of sixteen Whistling
Swans on Lake Herman, two miles
from Benicia, on November 5th.
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